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Woolsthorpe Wind Farm Community Engagement 

Committee 

Meeting date Thursday 29 May 2025 

Meeting time and location 11am, Union Station Hotel - Woolsthorpe 

 

 

1. Welcome 

 

2. Attendees   

  Cr Jim Doukas (Chair) 
 Glenn Britnell, Community Representative 
 Terri Barnes, Community Representative 
 Simon Poynton, Community Representative 
 James Taylor - Development Manager, Enerfin 

 Katelyn Nash – Planner, KLM Spatial 
 

Michael Fish and Tanya Barmby, BMD (Guests) 
 

Vicki Askew-Thornton, Senior Energy Projects Liaison Officer, Moyne Shire (non-

member) 

3. Apologies 

 Nil 
  
4. Declarations of interest 

Nil. 

 

5. Minutes of previous meeting 

Moved by Terri Barnes, seconded by Glenn Britnell that the minutes of the CEC 
meeting held on 17 April 2025 be accepted.     CARRIED 

 

6. Business arising from previous Minutes 

Enerfin 

Follow up on suggestion for BMD to hold a local business 
information session prior to construction. 
Response: A drop-in session will be arranged to take place after 
financial close is reached. Information about the project will be 
available from the proponent, and lead contractor BMD personnel 



 

 
Minutes 

 
 

Page 2 

 

 
 

will attend to meet business people interested in being involved in 
construction. 
The session will be held after financial close has been reached and 
BMD has received a Notice to Proceed from the proponent. 

Council 

Check if unconfirmed minutes can be placed on Council’s website. 
Response: As per the Charter, only confirmed minutes are placed 
on Council’s website. CEC members can be contacted if 
unconfirmed minutes are sought prior to the confirmed version 
being placed on Council’s website. 

Council (completed) 

Email to the CEC: 
- Distribution Line Overview 
- A copy of the 6 May 2024 Ryan Corner Wind Farm CEC 

minutes which contain information about blades 
- The CEC Charter and Code of Conduct 

All completed. 

Enerfin 

Present information to the next meeting on the complaints 
management process that will be followed during construction. 
Response - see Project Update section. 

Enerfin and Council 

Provide a summary of key points and approved routes from the 
endorsed Traffic Management Plan (TMP). 
Response - see Project Update section. 

Enerfin 

Request from community representatives for the community fund 
amount to be increased. 
Response: Enerfin has increased the annual pool from $60,000 to 
$72,000. 

 

Further discussion: 

- Katelyn tabled Appendix A of the endorsed Complaint Investigation and Response 

Plan (Attachment 3) which explains the process for a complaint once it is lodged. When a 

complaint is acknowledged it will include a timeframe for further follow up. If a complainant is 

not satisfied with the response the Plan includes a process for escalation.  

- The increase in the annual community fund amount to $72,000 equates to $1,000 per 

MW or $6,000 per turbine.  

7. Correspondence Incoming 

- 23 May – Email and project newsletter from Enerfin (Attachment 1) 

- 28 May – Questions on notice from Woolsthorpe Wind Farm Too High Too Close 

group (Attachment 2 – including responses) 

8. Correspondence Outgoing 

Nil 
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9. Reports 

9.1 Project Update 

 

- The project has almost reached financial close.  

- The owners are exploring the option of selling the project once financial close is 

reached.  

 

9.2 Community Representatives Update 

 
- Enerfin took the questions from the Woolsthorpe Wind Farm Too High Too Close 

group on notice.  
 

9.3 Council Update 

 
- Vicki reminded CEC members of the current consultation sessions that VicGrid is 

holding regarding the draft 2025 Victorian Transmission Plan and draft SW 
Renewable Energy Zone. 

 
10. General business 

10.1 Michael Fish and Tanya Barmby from BMD spoke to the CEC about the company and 
their approach to wind farm construction. BMD was involved in the recent construction of the 
Hawkesdale Wind Farm.  

BMD is aware of the requirements of the endorsed Traffic Management Plan which relates 
specifically to construction-related traffic.  

The TMP includes requirements for: 

- Heavy construction vehicles to avoid interaction with school buses.  
- Signage to be erected prior to construction at roads that are not approved for use by 
construction vehicles, such as Wickhams and Slatterys Roads.  
- A clear process for inspection and repair of roads approved for use by construction 
traffic. 
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d
3540.pdf 

- BMD conducts fundraising events for a range of causes and is keen to continue this 
during the construction of the Woolsthorpe Wind Farm.  

Refer to Attachment 4 for the BMD slides.  

COPIES OF THE WOOLSTHORPE WIND FARM PERMIT, ENDORSED PLANS AND 
OTHER INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE PROJECT WEBSITE: 
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d
3540.pdf 
 

https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
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Next meeting date – Friday 11 July  

Confirmed this …..… / ……………… / …..…  

Chair ………………………………….  

Minutes are to be registered in Moyne Shire’s electronic document management 
system by the committee reporting officer immediately following the Minutes’ 
confirmation and signing 
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Attachment 2 

Questions for Wind Farm Community Engagement Committee from the Woolsthorpe 

community and The Woolsthorpe Wind Farm Too High Too Close Action Group  

For the meeting Friday 29th May 2025. 

1. If the community benefit fund is not used up in a year, will these left over funds be 
put back into the kitty to be added to the next years $72,000 funds? 
Response: Yes. Any unused funds will stay in the kitty and ‘carry over’ to the 
next year. 

2. Will the WWF May 2025 newsletter be sent to all that are on “the email list” (as 
per the proponent) and printed out for the shop’s brochure holder? 
Response: Copies of the newsletter were sent via email to the subscriber list. 
Copies of the newsletter were also placed at the General Store, 29 May. 

3. Who is now part of the community engagement committee? Community members 
are unsure who they should talk to since we have not had any CEC meetings for 
quite some time. Why has there been such a hiatus of meetings?  
Response: The names of Community Engagement Committee (CEC) 
members are always listed at the top of CEC meeting minutes, which are 
made available at the Woolsthorpe General Store, on the project website: 
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_c45fe6c2719c4833
a932d29426e3329e.pdf 
And on the Council website: 
Woolsthorpe Wind Farm 
The CEC members are: 
Cr Doukas (Chair) 
Simon Poynton 
Glenn Britnell 
Terri Barnes 
James Taylor (Enerfin) 
Katelyn Nash (KLM Spatial) 
CECs are advisory committees of Council. Formal CEC meetings could not be 
held during Council’s caretaker period late last year, in accordance with the 
Local Government Act. All new CEC representative appointments then 
needed to be made by Council at an Ordinary Council Meeting, which 
occurred in March 2025. 

4. We expect that the meeting with the contractor BMD will be held with all from the 
community and not just an employment drive. 
Response: BMD were present at the CEC meeting 29/05 as an opportunity to 
meet the community representatives as well as visit the site and discuss key 
aspects for the balance of plant works.  

https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_c45fe6c2719c4833a932d29426e3329e.pdf
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_c45fe6c2719c4833a932d29426e3329e.pdf
https://www.moyne.vic.gov.au/Our-services/Energy-projects/Wind-farms-in-Moyne/Woolsthorpe-Wind-Farm
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The original intent, when this was discussed at the previous CEC meeting 

(April), was a proposal for BMD to host an informal drop- 

in session which would provide local people/businesses with opportunities to 

identify their skills/business as a way for BMD to utilise local skills and 

businesses, where practicable.  

It was further discussed during the May 29th CEC meeting, that this session 

could also be used as an opportunity to ‘launch’ the construction of the project 

where any member of the community can meet the contractor (BMD)/the 

Project team to ask questions about how and when construction will 

commence.  

The date and details of this session will be advised in the future. 
5. There was discussion of the proponent subsidising resident’s power bills at a 

previous meeting. What was the response to this request? 
Response: This was discussed previously (see minutes of February 2024 
CEC meeting). The proponent is not offering this but has maintained that if the 
community is resolved to allocating a portion of the community benefit fund to 
subsidising power bills of metered addresses, it could – as it is a matter for 
the Woolsthorpe Community. 

6. Could the community benefit fund be put towards residents accessing and 
acquiring solar batteries as an adjunct to solar panels? 
Response: The purpose and intent of the community benefit fund is to 
‘…generate positive action and investment that supports and  
contributes to social, economic and environmental sustainability of the 

community…’.  

As per the project eligibility criteria, initiatives should deliver measurable 
tangible benefits to the residents and community. Ideally, grants should be for 
the benefit of the community interest, rather than self interest. However, in the 
future, if all/most residents had solar panels and wished support batteries this 
may be plausible. 

7. When will the community benefit fund eligibility criteria be announced? 
Response: These are available on the proponent website; under Community 
and FAQS | Woolsthorpe WF. Refer here to the Community Benefit Fund 
Guidelines. 

8. Have any truck movements begun via Wickham Rd prior to traffic management 
plans being announced? 
Response: No works have commenced on site hence there are no truck 
movements associated with the wind farm at this point in time.  
(Note: The Traffic Management Plan has been endorsed by the Minister for 

Planning. It includes details on the approved traffic routes, plus road condition 

monitoring and maintenance requirements during construction). A copy is 

available on the project website:  
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https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c9
96412dd52d7d3540.pdf 

9. If neighbours of the windfarm accept a neighbour compensation agreement or 
offsite landscaping programme, will that affect any of their legal rights in future if 
they have any complaint/dispute with the windfarm? Could these compensation 
agreements be used by a legal team to downplay any complaint/dispute? 
Response: As previously communicated, no. Neighbour payment agreements 

and the offsite landscaping program will not override or negate the ability of 

residents to raise compliance concerns in the future. 

10. Are the blades used for these turbines safe? Are the neighbours and Woolsthorpe 
residents expected to wear hard hats in case of blade fragmentation? What has 
been learnt from previous blade issues? 
Response: The turbines including blades are to be supplied by GE who 
provides assurance to the proponent regarding the quality of the blades and 
all turbine parts.  
GE has further noted:  

that GE takes safety very seriously and seeks continuous improvement 

including with respect to blade quality.  

Last year, GE established a market leading inspection process whereby 

robotic crawlers are being used in conjunction with software to scan the inside 

of the turbine blades and create a digital certificate to certify the quality. This 

is also being undertaken at the port of import and at site prior to installation to 

ensure that blade quality is maintained throughout the logistics supply chain. 

This will be standard for the blades being produced and delivered for the 

Woolsthorpe Wind Farm.  

Additionally, GE is improving its fleet monitoring through further development 

of our Blade CMS which is a monitoring system using sensors in the blades 

that serves as early-detection of blade damage within our operational fleet 

before a major event occurs. This will be standard for the Woolsthorpe Wind 

Farm.  

https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
https://www.woolsthorpewindfarm.com/_files/ugd/6a122b_9a7b4bdf82f647c996412dd52d7d3540.pdf
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11. How much is the Australian Government chipping in for this project to go ahead. 

Please give us a break down of who and how much is being spent on this windfarm 
by the tax payer? 
Response: The project will not receive any direct funding from the Australian 

Government; however there is government legislation that supports the 

uptake of renewable energy, known as the Renewable Energy Target (RET). 

The RET was introduced in 2001 under the Howard Government and has 

been modified over time.  

Under the RET:  

for each Megawatt-hour (MWh) of generation from a renewable generator, 1 

Large Generator Certificate (LGC) will be created. 

Energy retailers are required to purchase a percentage of their electricity from 

renewable sources.  

As such, to meet their obligations under the RET, energy retailers will 

purchase electricity and the associated created LGCs (from Projects such as 

Woolsthorpe Wind Farm via a Power Purchase Agreement) and surrender the 

LGCs to the Clean Energy Regulator. The incremental cost of the LGCs is 

therefore, in effect, passed on to consumers.  

Notably, the RET has not been extended beyond 2030 so the price of LGCs is 

tending towards zero, particularly as more renewable generators are 

introduced. For Woolsthorpe Wind Farm, the assumed forecast of revenue 

(under its PPA) that is attributable to LGCs is expected to comprise only a 

small portion of project revenues after the first few years of operation. 
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